
Kia ora koutou e te whānau

It was a pleasure to host Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 students from
Waimate High School for our junior winter sports exchange on
Thursday and Friday last week. We welcomed them with a
mihi whakatau and kōrero from myself and Baxter Dimond
followed by our school waiata ‘Whāia te Taumata’. I spent
time at a large number of the games and commend students
from both schools for the excellent spirit and respect,
combined with a healthy competitive rivalry. He rawe, well
done rangatahi mā. Thank you to a number of parents who
assisted as coaches, managers and referees and others who
came to support. I know our students really enjoyed the
exchange especially after so many COVID disruptions in
recent years.

Kia rite means to ‘be ready’. It is one of the approaches our
staff use to welcome and connect with students at the start of
each period and provide a calm and organised beginning to
learning. Students will gather outside the classroom ready for
learning with their computer device, books and other
equipment. The teacher may outline the ‘do now’ activity and
the aim for the lesson.  There is also the opportunity to check
in with students and sort any uniform or equipment issues.
The aim is then to live our Kawa values of Manaaki - respect
and kindness, Māia - courage and Rawe - personal
excellence throughout the learning for that time.

Next week our Year 7 - 10 students will spend a day learning
how to strengthen their Whare Tapa Whā (house of wellbeing)
and prevent poor mental health through the ASK programme. This initiative is being generously
provided by Tony Quinn and The Highlands and coordinated through our Kāhui Ako - Community of
Learning. It is being delivered at Highlands to Year 6 students from our primary schools and to Year
7-10 students from the college. There is an ASK community workshop being held from 1pm to 4pm on
Saturday 18 June. The workshop will be held at Pit Lane at Highlands, accessed via the gate on the
corner of Pit Lane & Monaco Drive in the Highlands Innovation & Technology Park.

For more information & to register for the community event please click below:
www.highlands.co.nz/news/ask-community-workshop

There continue to be low numbers of students and staff affected by COVID. We had less than 10
students and only one staff member who were either household contacts or cases last week. Our
attendance though is dropping with around 90 students away each day last week with other colds, flu
and a stomach virus. Health measures such as cleaning surfaces and hand washing are still very
important for us all.

We wish Year 7 Homeroom Teacher Kirsty Andrews all the best for the birth of her baby and a period of
maternity leave. We welcome Alison James to our staff. Alison will be covering Kirsty’s teaching and
Whānau Class responsibilities for the remainder of this year.

http://www.highlands.co.nz/news/ask-community-workshop?fbclid=IwAR1IhK2aYRTze5xzjOoy2J5CnLNeYKDpK8CZvGkaz65-buLPxFNq61DPd_I


Year 8 Māori - sampling Māori bread 2022 is the first year Aotearoa is formally celebrating the
rising of the star cluster Matariki. There are many
resources available on the Matariki story and how it
connects to the separation of Papatūānuku, the Earth
Mother, from Ranginui, the Sky Father, and the anger of
the atua of the winds, Tawhirimātea.   Whānau are invited
to our Matariki Learning Celebration between 5.30pm and
7.00pm on Tuesday 21 June. There will be a brief welcome
by our kapa haka group and then an opportunity to view
student learning in our B and D block areas.

Our community are invited to attend our school production of ‘C’mon’ opening on Monday 27 June in
our Auditorium. The show takes a sweeping look at the events, fashion and music of the 60s 70s and
80s in Aotearoa New Zealand. There will be further information and tickets available soon for our
community.

Mason Stretch
Tumuaki - Principal


