
Kia ora koutou e te whānau, Kapa haka, the hāngi and Team Nachos, one of the Year 7 Matariki market activities

Mānawatia a Matariki - welcome to
the beginning of the Māori New Year.
There will have been celebrations
across our kura in Cromwell
acknowledging this time of renewal,
farewelling loved ones who have
passed on, whānau connections and
considering our aspirations, goals
and wishes for the year ahead. It is
very special to be celebrating an
event that is distinctly Aotearoa.

Ngā mihi nui and thank you to our
whānau for the wonderful support for
our Matariki Learning Celebration on
Tuesday evening last week. There
was excitement, pride, a desire to  share and connect and a warm sense of whānau throughout our kura.
Our kapa haka group set the tone for the evening with their mihi (welcome) through our school waiata and
the waiata ‘Matariki’.  Well done to our students and staff for sharing the learning, preparing and providing
kai and welcoming our community. A huge mihi and thank you to the many whānau who contributed to a
delicious hāngi with gifts of kai, the food preparation, digging, setting and lifting the hāngi and the many
‘ringawera’ (cooks and helpers) serving and tidying. This is a significant community effort and the beautiful
buzz in the food tech room with families sharing the sweet kai was memorable. Tēnā rā koe and thank you
to Karen Gallagher who was instrumental in the organisation of the hāngi and overall coordination of a
special evening.

Our production of C’mon is a chance to relive some of the events and music of the 60s, 70s and 80s in
Aotearoa. Tickets are on sale now through the school office for Tuesday and Wednesday evenings this
week. Producers Stephanie Davis and Catherine Forsyth have been very busy supporting students and
staff with final rehearsals and there is a sense of expectation and excitement for opening night.

A Starry Night - Senior Formal and staff

A cool starry night greeted students for our senior formal
‘A Starry Night’ on Saturday evening. The joy and
excitement of the ‘arrival’ for the students, whānau and
community is such a highlight of the night. Congratulations
to our formal committee, Year 11 helpers and staff Tineke
Hayes and Marcella Robertson for organising a wonderful
evening. Thank you also to the team at The Gate for
setting up the venue and for the lovely dinner.

Our Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 students were challenged to think
about their feelings, emotions and behaviours last week
through the ASK programme. They were provided with
information around healthy eating, positive decision
making and who they can go to for support when things
get difficult. This was mixed with lots of games and
physical activity that connected to the learning. We are
very grateful to the ASK presenters for their energy and
ability to adapt and adjust the programme to target our



Year 8 students in the ASK programme at Highlands

students’ needs. Ngā mihi nui and thank you again to
Josie Spillane, James Woodcock and the team at
Highlights for their initiative, organisation and
commitment to our students wellbeing. Thank you also
to Tineke Hayes, our Kāhui Ako Across School Lead for
Wellbeing, for the big job of coordinating this opportunity.

Along with our school production, the last two weeks of
term will see our U15 rugby team play a team from
Noosa Australia; Year 9 students head off to enjoy the
Mountain Film Festival in Wānaka; swimming, curling

and netball events for our Year 7 and 8 students; Year 10 Outdoor Leadership students out for a day trip;
Year 11 History students heading to the Brunner Mine on the West Coast; and our Year 7 and 8 homeroom
teachers holding conferences with students and families. There is also a Board Community Consultation on
Tuesday evening 5 July in our school library, from 7-8 pm. The focus is sharing information about the role of
the Board with our Board Elections coming up in Term 3.
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