NEWSLETTER 6

11 May 2018

Kia ora koutou whanau

UPCOMING EVENTS:

The ‘Pride Project’ is a Year 13 initiative to raise pride in our school
amongst all students. The prefects presented a video and spoke on
this theme at this week’s assembly outlining some of the many things
we can be proud of as a school, such as, our school haka and
waiata, our special environment and facilities, camps, tramps, skiing
and other outdoor opportunities, school productions as well as past
and present cultural, sporting and academic achievers. Year 13
leadership groups have various activities planned to enhance school
pride and have conducted a baseline ‘pride’ survey in order to
measure the impact they have made.

15 May - Production full rehearsal
18 May - Pink Shirt Day
21 May - Production Dress
rehearsal
22 May - ‘Loves Me Not’ Y12
23 - 25 May - Hairspray 7:30pm
28 May - National Young Leaders
Day Y7 & Y8

Our prefects noted that wearing the correct school uniform well is an
aspect of school pride. I also believe that looking your best
contributes to you doing your best work. In line with the Pride Project
we will have a push on uniform in these coming weeks. Support from
parents for students wearing full winter uniform with plain black
leather shoes and a plain black or navy jacket will be appreciated.

29 May - Primary Orienteering,
Jake Bailey Presentation
30 May - School Swim Sports
31 May - OSS Cross Country
1 June - NZ Playhouse
performance P3

Nine courageous Year 13 students
completed their Gold Duke of Edinburgh
Hillary Award expedition in the last
week of the holidays tramping the Rees
and Dart tracks at the head of Lake
Wakatipu. The weather and terrain
presented its challenges but the
students were superb and it was a
pleasure to accompany them and a
number of their parents. A particular
highlight was waking to find 30 cm of
fresh snow at Dart Hut followed by the
adventure trekking through snow for a
day to Daleys Hut. These students are
all on track to complete their prestigious
Gold Award by the end of this year – he
rawe!

4 June - Queen’s Birthday Public
Holiday
6 June - PPTA Paid Union
Meeting classes finish at 1:30pm
10 - 11 June - OSS Netball
11 June - Y11 Geography Trip
13 June - Parent Interviews from
3:30pm
16 June - School Formal
25 - 29 June - Blackout week for
seniors no class interruptions

Year 13 had a very successful Otago University Tertiary Open Day in Dunedin on Monday
considering possible future tertiary opportunities. Fifteen students, supported by Ms Kane and Ms
Christensen, attended the Model European Union last weekend in Christchurch and had a
memorable time debating current issues facing Europe with students from all over the South Island.
Ms Kane was very proud of their depth of interest and enthusiasm as well as the character and
maturity displayed by these students – tino pai rangatahi mā. Currently sixteen students are in
Wellington on a senior history trip with Mr Booth and Ms Smith visiting Te Papa, the National War
Memorial and the National Army Museum in Waiouru.

Students have the opportunity to enjoy lunch time
performances from our NCEA music students as part of
New Zealand Music Month. Year 7, 8 and 9 students were
up and dancing at yesterday’s Hip Hop performance by
Aaron Intermann. Aaron then shared his knowledge in a
workshop with twenty of our students.

Our students love their winter sport and I have already
enjoyed seeing our students’ tenacity and skill in
games of rugby and hockey. The senior girls were
thrilled to train with three of the Black Ferns Rugby
Team last week and admire the Womens Rugby
World Cup. At last week’s assembly over 70% of our
students stood when I acknowledged those who were
committed to a current sporting activity. This reflects
students’ passion and also the invaluable and
generous community support they receive from
parents, clubs, coaches and managers – thank you.
Students benefit in terms of their health and wellbeing
but also through the values and learning around team work, self discipline, the power of purposeful
practice, determination, sportsmanship and being gracious, whether you win or lose.
It is less than two weeks until the first performances of this year’s production ‘Hairspray’ and tickets
are now on sale at the school office. It is shaping to be a fabulous show and a great night’s
entertainment for our community. I wish the cast and crew all the best for their final practices and
dress rehearsals. Karawhuia mai – bring it on.
Congratulations to those Year 9 students who received diligence awards at yesterday’s celebration
assembly which was attended by a number of parents. The focus was on rewarding effort measured
through our fortnightly checks. I stressed to students that the greatest contributor to your future
success is not your talent or ability but your determination, self-discipline and positive work ethic –
effort matters and is the pathway to personal excellence, a core value in our Kawa. This is the second
of these assemblies for our junior school and they are the result of feedback from our community last
year. There will be further assemblies later this term and next term and parents are warmly invited to
these to share in the successes of their children.
Mason Stretch
Principal

U14 Rugby vs South Otago High School

Gold Duke of Edinburgh Hillary Award
expedition - Rees and Dart tracks
Senior Mixed Hockey vs Dunstan High School

SCHOOL PRODUCTION - TICKETS ON SALE AT THE SCHOOL OFFICE

7:30pm

STICKS N STONES PINK SHIRT DAY 18 MAY ANTI BULLYING WEEK
Wear pink to school on Friday 18 May to support Sticks n
Stones anti bullying week, if you prefer not to wear pink, wear
your school uniform. It is not a mufti day but a pink shirt day,
no money will be collected.

CIVIL CONSTRUCTION FIELD TRIP, NORTHLAKE SUBDIVISION
Eight students headed up to Northlake subdivision in Wanaka on May 8 to participate in a
guided tour of the site by Scott Sutherland, Construction Operations Manager and former
student of Cromwell College. Students were impressed with the $1.5 million grader which
had two joysticks rather than a steering wheel. They gained an understanding of the different
jobs available on site and the many opportunities available for them in the civil construction
industry.
Kate Borrie - Careers Advisor

YEAR 9 ART

Y9 students made roses out of recycled cans. They used a template, cut them out and
welded them onto a rod and were sprayed red. They were used for the Anzac service last
term.

SPORTS NOTICES
Country Coaching is on Thursday 17 May. This involves any Year 9 -13 student who would
like to get some basketball coaching from an Otago Basketball coach. It is from 1pm - 3pm
and is free. Students don't have to have played before. Names to Megan at the gym office or
email sports@cromwell.school.nz, thank you.
Zone Primary Orienteering is on 29 May. Any students wanting to participate need to see
Megan at the gym office by 22 May, thank you.

PREFECTS’ PATCH
Kia Ora family and friends and welcome to Term Two, Week Two’s prefect patch! With Term
2 well under way so is the Year 13’s pride project initiative to highlight the pride we have and
show here at our amazing school, Cromwell College. At this week’s assembly we showed a
series of videos of students around the school saying what pride meant to them and what
they take pride in. “Looking our best”, “giving everything our all”, “our school” and
surprisingly “the Hurricanes” was mentioned one two many times. What we found was
overall our school has a huge sense of pride within themselves, there passions and most
importantly our school, which is something to take pride in in itself. We are proud of the
achievements and successes our students have accomplished this year already, we are
proud of the community support through schooling and sport, we are proud to be a part of
Cromwell College.
We are hoping to keep this well and truly alive throughout 2018 so take time to be proud and
reflect on what makes you proud to be.

AFTER SCHOOL ROCK CLIMBING GROUP

SOCIAL STUDIES
At the end of last term, students from 9B Social Studies with Mrs Forsyth had a field trip to
the local Gold Mining Centre.
Students have been studying Immigration
and we looked at how the Chinese Gold
miners were treated in New Zealand.
We saw the Chinese village and had a Guide
talk to us about how the Chinese were
treated when they worked in the Gold fields.
Immigrating from China was difficult as the
men were so far away from home. Some
settled afterwards and produced businesses
that provided fruit and vegetables and
implements for the miners and settlers to
use.
Thanks to our wonderful drivers and parents
helpers, Pete Drinnan, Nikki Cole, Sian Fiebig and Shane Norton.

Social Sciences Department

BLAST
The Longest Day
On the last day of nine weeks of intensive training, we all came together
once more in the school gym. We were greeted by Mr Brett and some more
brutal unarmed combat. After the training we were escorted to the darkened
auditorium and shown a play and re-enactment of a scene from ‘The Hunt
for the Wilder People’. We also ate some delicious well cooked porridge.
This was followed by a training circuit which included paintball, log carrying,
teamwork exercises, lighting fires, archery and knot tying. This lasted around
an hour and then it was up and onward with the logs. We made our way,
with logs for over a kilometer to the racecourse. We were not sure why, we
were just told our next transport would be arriving shortly. Some thought
horse and buggy, only without the horses. To our surprise a helicopter
landed behind us. We could not imagine this would be for us. We were
sorted into new groups and were flown up Mt. Difficulty and dropped off ¾
of the way up. It was freezing cold and snowing. In spite of this there were a
lot of smiling faces from out of that helicopter.
When the rest of our group arrived we set off on the treacherous journey
down the mountain, to the Bannockburn inlet, most of the groups took
shortcuts which were anything but. At the inlet we took a short stop, to cook
lunch from the army ration packs we were given. Army rations Mr Booth
calls ‘food substitute’ but after nothing but a bowl of porridge ‘meat surprise
and noodles’ was a hit. After being fed we heard police sirens and sprinted
up the and over a small hill. As we rounded the corner we found waiting for
us two shiny yellow jet boats bobbing in the water. We put on some life
jackets and safely boarded the boats to get away from a number of police in hot pursuit. Once we were on the Goldfields Jet
we raced off down the river doing some extreme g force turns.
We jumped off the boats near the old bridge to find poor Sandy the
Sackman chopped in three pieces, beside him was a few sticks and an old
piece of fabric. A few of us assembled a dodgy looking stretcher and
chucked Sandy into it. Each team took turns carrying poor Sandy from the
river to Paintball Central km down the road. Slowly the exhausted teams
trickled into Paintball Central where we were given a mask and paintball
marker. We were instructed to shoot various targets that looked like wild
animals. After our hunting experience the all too familiar sirens could be
heard and Ricky Baker was on the run again. School was safe and once at the school our tired legs gave up on us and we
marched into the gym with our sleek new hoodies barely holding onto consciousness. The mayor and some important
policemen inspected our parade and applauded us for our efforts. When we were fallen out for the final time we made our
way off to a well earned dinner. It had been a truly epic day.
Organising an event like this for 28 students took a huge amount of time and effort, it also cost a considerable amount of
money. The Longest Day could not have been possible without the financial support of a number of
very generous people.
Firstly we would like to thank Anna-Louise and Greg Sinnott at A1 homes, Matt and Ali from Mt
Difficulty, The Blue Lights Committee, Tanya at Metro Graphix for sorting our brilliant hoodies and
the Lions who continue to support this programme. We would like to also thank, Sergeant Terry, Mr
Booth, Corporal Tim Burke and all the other staff and parents who helped make this course possible.
Tamara, Marnie, Meg, and Mia

…

MUSIC DEPARTMENT BIO.
JOHANNA HANSEN (STRINGS)
From Scotland originally, Johanna has been teaching piano and singing since 1988 when
she took over teaching her mothers pupils for the Aberdeen Music Festival. In
1998 Johanna moved to Wanaka with her New Zealand husband. They have two sons.
Johanna started teaching violin to individuals and later group lessons at Wanaka Primary
School. Johanna has a M.A. Hons in History and German. She later trained to be a
Secondary School teacher.
While in Scotland Johanna studied singing with Neil
Mackie, a famous Scottish tenor and has been heavily
involved in choral singing, recorder lessons/groups,
orchestras and musicals. Most recently she has led the
Central Otago Regional Orchestra. Johanna is also a
member of Strings Central Trio, Roaring Meg Irish band
and Cemetery Road covers band.
Johanna teaches the violin and cello at Cromwell College.

NZ MUSIC MONTH
May Music Month
performances.
Every Friday
students will be
performing in the
Music Room at
lunchtime.

Wequi (Kiki) Hu singing
accompanied by Mrs Forsyth

Siobhan Cruthers

Nevis Colloty-Spiers

DUNEDIN TERTIARY OPEN DAY
The Dunedin Tertiary Open Day was held on 7 May. Forty eight students had an early start when they
left at 6:00am in the morning heading to the University of Otago and Otago Polytechnic. Students
attended lectures and presentations, spoke to staff and tertiary students at expos and toured
residential colleges. Those in the bus were interviewed by Mrs Borrie on the way to Dunedin and also
on the return journey. The experience was very valuable in allowing Year 13 students the opportunity
to gauge whether tertiary study is an option and also, what course/s interested them. Days like this
have the potential to focus students and encourage them to work hard to gain University Entrance
and do well in the subjects they need for particular courses.
The University of Otago Liaison Officer, Sandra Spence, will be visiting Cromwell College on 24 May
to provide advice and answer student questions.
It is unfortunate that our students could not visit Selwyn College which was quarantined due to a
gastro bug. I have shared information about Selwyn with Y13 students on Google Classroom.
However, if you happen to be in Dunedin you are most welcome to arrange a visit by contacting the
College directly.
Kate Borrie - Careers Advisor

INFORMATION REGARDING DISCOUNTED CARDRONA SEASON PASS
APPLICATION FORMS
Forms are available for collection from the Cromwell College school office.
Please make cheques payable to Cardrona Alpine Resort.
School accounts cannot be used to purchase a season pass.
If equipment hire is required it needs to be added to the form and payment included at the
time of ordering and paying for a season pass.
Hire is as follows: Ski $225, Snowboard $225 payable to Cardrona Alpine Resort.
Forms must be returned with payment to the Cromwell College office no later than 25 May
2018, or alternatively to Cardrona Alpine Resort by 31 May 2018. Full prices ($499) apply
after this date.
Please ensure you sign acceptance of the terms and conditions on the reverse of the form;
thank you.
Cardrona Alpine Resort must sight a 2018 school ID card or have a 2018 form returned with
a school stamp on it before they are able to organise a season pass.
Season Passes are collected from the Mountain and photos done upon collection, usually
on your first day of snow-sports.
Those seniors involved in the Thursday snowsports programme must have a Cardrona
Season Pass (purchase before 31 May) AND pay the school directly for the compulsory
lesson and bus fare by the end of Term Two 2018.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
Cheerleading classes for Cromwell College! Learn to tumble, stunt and perform with us at
local events. Come along to Cromwell College gym Mondays 3.15-5.30 pm to give it a go or
call Luci Capper 02102952011 for more info.

