NEWSLETTER 1

14 February 2020

Kia ora koutou e te whānau

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Nau mai and welcome everyone to
the 2020 school year. At our mihi
whakatau on Wednesday morning we
welcomed 120 new students and 4
new staff to our kura. This informal
Māori welcome removes the tapu or
restrictions for the new arrivals and
visibly highlights the important role of
manaakitanga or care that our
students and staff have for those new
to our school and community.

14 February - OSS Triathlon
17 February - Super Smash
Cricket Y9-13
18 February - Y7/8 Cricket (boys)
18 February - Y7/8 Cricket (girls)
19 February - Classes finish early
12:30pm paid union meeting
21 February - School Athletics
Day

Our school roll is around 515 students with 13 new Apartments
students and international students from Japan, Germany, Austria and
Thailand. Our four new teaching staff are Rebecca Amoore - Design
and Visual Communication, Simone Hoogeveen – English, Nicola Kelly
– General Subjects, mainly Physical Education and Quenette Jonker Commerce subjects and Social Studies. We also have Katie Thomson
teaching Year 7 Homeroom this year and Steph Davis teaching Drama
and Performance.

22 February - OSS Touch
Dunedin
24 - 25 February - Y13 PE Trip
26 February - Academic goal
setting from 12:30pm
27 February - 5 March - Life
Education Bus

A significant change for us all has been the creation of Whānau
Groups in a vertical pastoral structure. The purpose for this change is
to enhance connection, the sense of belonging and mutual respect
across our school. We realise this new system will take time to embed
in our school. Even so, we have already had positive feedback from
students and staff about the building of relationships and leadership
being shown by many of our senior students. Parents will have the
opportunity to meet Whānau Teachers at our goal setting afternoon on
Wednesday 26 February. There will be information to follow on this.

3 - 6 March - Year 10 Camp
9 - 13 March - Year 7 Camp
16 - 17 March - Y13 Geography
Trip
18 - 19 March - Y9-Y13 Summer
Quad Winton

A highlight of last week were the
presentations by Internet Safety
Consultant John Parsons. Staff,
students and parents found his
experiences and advice extremely
valuable. His engaging delivery and
reference to his own real life
examples really connected with
everyone. I know that there have
been many honest and constructive discussions within families around
social media use and gaming sites. John stressed that we need to see
the 2 dimensional world of the internet as just as real as the 3
dimensional world we live in. The same rules need to apply. Some key
ideas were students protecting themselves by not appearing
vulnerable online and checking carefully who their online 'friends' really
are. Parents need to be guardians of their child's life online and have
access to their gaming and social media platforms. His book 'Keeping
Your Child Safe Online' is available online.

23 March - Otago Anniversary Day
24 - 28 March - Maadi Cup
Rowing Twizel
25 March - Primary Zone Athletics
26 - 27 March - Y13 OLE trip
1 - 4 April - Production - High
School Musical
9 April - Last Day Term One
28 April - First Day Term Two

A sincere thank you to parents and students who contributed so willingly and openly in our review of
school sport this week. Thank you also to Megan Anderson and Melanie Mills for coordinating the
various groups and sessions. We are very fortunate that this Board-funded review has been able to
be led by Garry Carnachan, the CEO of School Sport NZ. The workshop session with parents,
students, staff and Board members on Wednesday evening was very positive and drew out a number
of agreed key themes such as links with our community, resourcing, participation and recognition.
The Board looks forward to receiving and considering the report before the end of this term.
Last year’s NCEA results were again positive across Year 11, 12 and 13 with the highlight being Year
11 and 12 students achieving well above national figures and above those schools similar to ours. I
will share more analysis in the next newsletter. Congratulations to Cesca Anderson who achieved a
Scholarship in Biology, an outstanding achievement, and congratulations to all students who gained
subject or overall endorsements. We will celebrate these results at our Academic Assembly later this
term.
Rehearsals are already underway for our school production of High School Musical with shows
staged towards the end of this term. Our Athletics Day next Friday 21 February has been modified
this year to provide both the championship events and a wider variety of other activity to increase
School House competition and participation. Parents are most welcome to attend the day. A timetable
of events will be shared with families.
The start of a new year is always refreshing, invigorating and full of promise. There is so much to be
grateful for and to look forward to. I urge students to make the most of this energy and fresh start,
establish good routines for learning, persist and Deserve Success. All the best whānau for a tumeke
(awesome) school year.
Mason Stretch
Principal

HEAD GIRL & BOY
Jordan Paranihi
Ryan Jones

Interhouse Tug-o-War

Clutha house Whānau Group
dodgeball challenge

GOAL SETTING MEETINGS
As part of the focus on student academic success we will be running goal setting meetings
on the afternoon of Wednesday 26th February (12.30 pm to 6.20pm). Every Year 7-11
student (and their parents) will book a 10 minute slot with their whanau teacher. Year 12
and 13 students will book a 10 minute slot with their whanau teacher (parents are also
welcome to attend). Suitable academic goals for each student will be discussed These
goals will be reviewed as the year goes on. To make this time productive a sheet is filled
out by the student prior to the meeting. Bookings for the goal setting meetings will be done
online. You will receive an email outlining how this can be done.

VEHICLE PERMISSION
A reminder that the school must give formal permission for students to drive a vehicle to
school, or to be a passenger in a vehicle driven by a student. Permission must be sought
each year – no rollovers.
Permission forms are available from Mr Streeter. If a student changes their licence status
(restricted to full) then they should see Mr Streeter to amend the details on record.
Students’ vehicles are to be parked in the gymnasium carpark and not other parts of the
College grounds.

YEAR SEVEN VISION SCREENING (and Year 8 absentees)
The Vision Hearing Technicians from Population Health, Southern District Health will be visiting your school on
Friday 28 February 2020 to screen all Year 7 students for distance vision and Year 8 students that were absent
the previous year.

Distance Vision (Amblyopia & Hyperopia)
This determines how well your child is able to see at a distance. It involves reading an eye
chart. (Not required if child wears glasses/ or is currently under care for their vision)

If you do not wish your child to be screened please fill out an opt-out
slip, which are available at the school office before our visit.
Population Health
Main Block, Level 2, Wakari Hospital
Taieri Road, Dunedin
Private Bag 1921, Dunedin 9054
Tel: 03 476 9800 Fax: 03 476 9858

WANTED FOR STUDENT
Trumpet . Do you have one laying around gathering dust? We have a student who would
love to learn. Contact catherineforsyth@cromwell.school.nz, thank you.

CONGRATULATIONS
On the 15th January the annual Ruby Island Swim Event took
place, This year was the biggest yet with approx 480
competitors, distances ranging from 200 metres right up to
10km. In somewhat challenging conditions (the race was
delayed for one hour to see if the calm could be restored). We
had a small group of Cromwell College Student Swimmers,
plus two staff members!
Van MacDonald, Nevaeh Reddy & Megan Christensen
were first timers at this event which was awesome to see.
The results were as follows:
200 metre event:
Van MacDonald - 10-11 years, 4th in his age category and 10th
overall (20 entries) with a time of 3 mins 29 seconds
600 metre event:
Meila Spriggs - Under 15 years 4th in age category & 8th overall (29
entries) with a time of 14 mins 20 sec
Charlotte Harris - Under 15 5th in her age category and 11th overall (29 entries) with a time of 14 mins 58 sec
Megan Christensen - 1st in age category & 9th overall (29 entries) with a time of 14 mins 23 seconds
1.2km event:
Oliver King - Under 15, 3rd in the age category and 4th= overall (87 entries) with a time of 21 mins 53 seconds
Kate Spriggs - 15-19 age 2nd in age category & 14th overall (87 entries) with a time of 24 mins 25 seconds
Nevaeh Reddy - Under 15, 6th in age category and 19th overall (87 entries) with a time of 25 mins 49 seconds
Toby Kees - Under 15, 8th in age category and 27th overall (87 entries) with a time of 26 mins 53 seconds
2.5km Event:
Lachlann MacTaggart - Under 15, 3rd in age category and 20th overall (155 entries) with a time 40 mins 57 seconds
Stuart Land 2.5km event 2nd in age category & 11th overall (155 entries) with a time of 37 mins 20 seconds
Tanya Reddy on behalf of Cromwell Swim Club

PUZZLING WORLD INTERMEDIATE
CHALLENGE TRIATHLON
Congratulations to the Year 8 Team - Cromwell Sparkly Unicorns - comprised
of Ezra Wood, Thomas Piebenga and Flynn Stuart on their 1st place
achievement.

OTAGO SECONDARY SCHOOLS TRIATHLON
Congratulations to Lachlann MacTaggart - 3rd place,
U16 individual boy. Kelsey Clark, Rose O’Brien and Kamryn Reddy - 3rd
place U19 mixed team.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

SCHOOL OF ROCK QUEENSTOWN LTD - Lessons will be based in Bannockburn Karen
Neil (ex Music Teacher Arrowtown School) Music tuition is available in the following
instruments on Mondays and Wednesdays from 5:30pm - 8:00 and Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 6:00 - 8:00pm in 30 minute or hour long sessions: Drums, bass guitar, guitar, ukulele,
keyboard, saxophone, vocals and rock band mentoring Age: 7 years to adult Please call
Karen for more information on 021925255 or email schoolofrock@xtra.co.nz

Winton Primary & District High School 150th Jubilee
For any ex students and staff of Winton Primary & District High School, who may now live in
the area, our 150th Jubilee celebrations are to be held Labour weekend 2020. Events, at
present, will include Friday evening registration with social mix and mingle including drinks
and nibbles, Saturday - decade photos, tour of the school, dinner and dance, Sunday
morning - informal assembly/service. Pre-registrations can now be made via the link on the
school website or https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LUW7LfXeD8KlKr9vkRv_z_C2XKQR7k2yE89KHg4U3g/edit

…

2020 REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN
Under 5 to Secondary School Players are invited to register for the 2020 Rugby Season
Register here - http://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/102911
Any enquires please email - cromwelljuniorrugby@gmail.com
or phone
President - Brad Morton - 0276625857
Secretary - Carla Paranihi - 0275129795
Registrations close 28th February 2020

Cromwell Junior Football Player Registration 2020
Welcome to the 2020 Cromwell Junior Football Club season. The games get underway on the 15th
March so we are keen to get registrations and trainings underway as soon as possible. This year we
are doing our registrations via google forms as the previous system has caused many issues for both
parents and our committee! We hope you find this a much smoother registration system.
The season kicks off on the 15th March and finishes up on the 28th June (back up day on the 5th
July).
We are keen to get training happening earlier this year so once we get registrations underway you
will receive information about when and where training will be for the different age groups.
There are a few changes this year to the age groups and team sizes and we will keep you informed
about what these are and what they mean for our club as we progress. The first step is to get
registrations in so we know how many kids we have in the different age groups and then we can
make more informed decisions from there.
Registrations close on the 23rd February. To register please go to...https://forms.gle/
z7Rdbk494BSHrBuXA
Thanks, CJFC

